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Dear parents,

Thank you everyone who took the time to fill out the surveys. Your feedback is valuable. To
answer (A) a few questions (Q) and statements (S):

Q/S: The school should resume in-person teaching now. And, we don't want to do online learning.

A: We would love to return to school and resume in-person teaching, we totally agree that in-person
instruction is more beneficial for our students and teachers. We sympathize with you and understand
how difficult this is. We also want online classes to end, we miss our students and families. As teachers,
we crave social interaction, we love our student's and miss them so much. This is equally as difficult for
us. We are trained classroom teachers, this transition has proven how important face to face instruction
is. We are looking forward to this ending soon!

Q/S: Live lessons are difficult for small kids (PK-K2) because they cannot concentrate for long periods
of time and | don't want that much screen time. Will they be ready for the next class?

A: We agree, and we realize this is especially difficult for our younger students and requires our parents
to do a ton of work. We are so grateful for your support, without you helping, distance learning would
not be successful. We also agree that screen time is something to be aware of, that is why we have
opted for the blended learning model. We have done a ton of research and attended several webinars
on how to deliver online learning. The consensus is, blended learning, using both live and mini-recorded
lessons is the most effective tool. Research states that students need 50% more time to complete their
assignments than if they were in the classroom.

Q/S: Extend the holiday and teach in-person June or July.

A: We cannot extend the holiday and postpone instruction to June.
1. Teacher contracts expire June 25, 2021.
2. Several teachers and parents are leaving Chiang Mai to return to their home countries in June.
3. Summer school is scheduled to start on July 5, 2021.

4. Postponing learning due to Covid-19 is risky, schools may close for an indefinite period of time
thus affecting our ability to begin the 21-22 school year.

5. Research indicates that students who are away from instruction for more than 4 weeks begin
to develop learning gaps. This may affect performances on assessments and potentially the
promotion of the student to the next grade.

We realize you might be concerned about learning deficits during online learning, here is what ACIS will
do to address your concerns:
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1. The administration is already looking ahead to next year. We will be assessing the students
during the first weeks of 2021-22 and creating Individual Learning Plans (ILP) to ensure students
remain on track and are successful. If there are learning gaps, the ILP will address them.
Additionally, we will be implementing Academic Support (AS) classes in homeroom and after
school classes, free of charge. Our AS classes will focus on the student's Individual Learning Plan
and address the areas of improvement. Each student will have a teacher who oversees and
networks with the classroom teacher to provide additional support.

2. Summer School (July 2021), any parent who wishes their students to attend may do so for 2
weeks free of charge (only the first and the second week are available). Please sign up with Mod
at (mod.johnson@acis.ac.th) as soon as possible. Please send her your student's name and
current grade level.

Week 1: July 5-9 (optional free)
Week 2: July 12-16 (optional free)
Week 3: July 19-23

Week 4: July 26-30

While we agree, there is no substitute for in person learning, we find ourselves in unprecedented times
and as a school community we must work together to ensure academic success for our students.

We hope this helps clarify the school's position, should you have further questions, please email Mod
directly at mod.johnson@acis.ac.th.

Sincerely,

ACIS Administration Team


mailto:mod.johnson@acis.ac.th
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